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1. Relevant Background and Introduction 

 
1.1 Information is provided as an update on general Estates’ matters for the period up 

to 9 November 2018. 
 
 
2. Key Issues  
 
2.1 Lands at Aghatirourke, Florencecourt 

The Council entered into a 20-year lease in 2002 with the Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development in relation to 695 hectares of lands at Aghatirourke. The 
land is owned by Forest Service and leased for conservation management 
purposes by Fermanagh and Omagh District Council as part of the Marble Arch 
Caves Global Geopark. 
 
In order to ensure the managed conservation of the land and avoid flooding issues 
at the caves, the land has been let under a series of two-year agreements since 
2002, with lessee obligations for controlling access and restricting grazing pressure. 
 
There was a concern raised that the Council may be in breach of restrictions within 
the head lease regarding application of grants that the lessee received payments. 
Clarification was sought and found that the issue could be open to interpretation 
and changes in the rules and regulations to payments may render the clause 
redundant.  In order to regularise the issue, the Department was asked to consider 
a Deed of Variation so that the clause could be removed from the head lease and 
thus end any ambiguity.  
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Forest Service sought guidance from LPS on this matter and was informed that no 
premium would be payable in respect of a Deed of Variation to amend the lease 
and remove the restrictive clause. However, LPS further recommended that a new 
clause should be inserted to stipulate that Forest Service would receive 50% of the 
annual lease income or £3,500 annual rental, whichever is the greater.  We 
continue to communicate with them on this issue.   
 
Following earlier concerns relating to the public auctioning of the lands internally, 
the Council, as a result of an RFQ exercise, apppointed a local agricultural agent, 
Pollock RICS. The letting agent will now proceed to oversee the land letting process 
for the final three years of the current 20-year lease term. They recommend that this 
process will commence immediately, following approval, by Private Treaty, with 
public advertisement and a minimum reserve value. 

 
2.2 Lands at Lower Chanterhill Road, Drumclay, Enniskillen 

The Council owns amenity lands adjacent to Race Course Lough and, contained 
within the same Land Registry folio, there is a portion of ground at Lower 
Chanterhill Road registered in the Council’s ownership which is undeveloped (see 
Appendix 1). An adjacent landowner has approached the Council seeking to 
acquire the small portion of land comprising approximately 220m². 
 
The land is of no strategic importance to the Council so it is recommended that it is 
declared surplus and LPS Central Advisory Unit instructed to commence the 
disposal process. 
 

2.3 Donnelly’s Holm pitches, Cranny, Omagh 
Department for Infrastructure TransportNI required to undertake emergency repair 
works to Donnelly’s Bridge, Cranny, Omagh and requested temporary access  
alongside Donnelly’s Holm pitches to facilitate safe transportation of machinery. Site 
meetings were held with the DfI engineer and contractor prior to commencement of 
the works on Monday 29 October 2018 and, to ensure public safety, the pitches 
were closed on Saturday 3 and 10 November 2018.  
 
Prior to entry on site, insurance indemnification, risk assessment method statement 
and undertaking to reinstate Council lands documentation was provided. 

 
2.4 Gortin Village Park – Owenkillew Community Development Company Limited 

In April 2018, Council was informed of a case being dealt with by the Lands 
Tribunal involving Owenkillew Development Company Limited (OCDL) and Rascals 
Community Playgroup where a portion of the premises occupied by the Playgroup 
was located within an extension to the original Owenkillew Centre which was still 
registered in Council ownership.  It was considered essential to await the 
satisfactory conclusion of the Lands Tribunal case between ODCL and Rascals 
Playgroup before the Council would enter into a 25-year leasing arrangement with 
ODCL, at nominal rental, as previously approved in October 2017. 
 
The Council has recently been informed that a resolution has been reached 
between ODCL and Rascals Playgroup on an acceptable rental for the ensuing 
lease period. This confirmation will now enable the Council to move towards 
formalisation of a 25-year lease with ODCL, incorporating appropriate clauses to 
reflect the social benefit aspect of the development and ensure that Council 
approval is sought for any future sub-leasing arrangements. In addition, it is a 
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stipulation of the grant-aid administered by the Local Action Group, that a charge in 
favour of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs is registered 
against ODCL’s short term leasehold interest. 
 
Alongside this, ODCL has requested Council consent to the removal of a charge 
registered against its freehold interest in property at Gortin which was a requirement 
of funding received from Omagh Local Strategy Partnership, administered by the 
former Omagh District Council. It has been confirmed that the funded project was 
completed in accordance with the terms of the grant-aid so it is appropriate that the 
charge registered against ODCL’s freehold interest now be removed.  

 
2.5  Update on Necrane Estate proposals 

In September 2017, the Council agreed to carry out a public engagement in relation 
the proposals for development of Necarne and this took place on Thursday 
8th November.  It was hosted and chaired by the Irvinestown Community 
Partnership at the Arc Healthy Living Centre.   

 
At the event, Council Officials outlined a history of the Estate and the Councils 
involvement with it and reaffirmed a strong commitment to achieving a long term 
sustainable use for the Necarne Estate that would bringing social, economic and 
environmental benefits to Irvinestown and the wider District.  It was highlighted that 
the current lease arrangements with DAERA/CAFRE are due to expire and that the 
Estate is not currently being extensively used. The Castle was recognised as a key 
heritage asset at the centre of the Estate.  The current state of the Castle and 
challenges around the scope for re-development of the Castle, including 
deterioration, lack of funding opportunities and the layout of the buildings were 
discussed.  The Council outlined its intention as part of current processes, in the 
short term to stabilise the structure and in the long term, to seek to promote 
opportunities for refurbishment and future development by including the Castle in 
any lease arrangements.  The Council also emphasised obligations to ensure the 
integrity and governance of processes, including planning, which limited the timing 
and availability of certain information.    

 
A representative from Gardrum Holdings Ltd outlined proposals to invest in creating 
a sustainable, multi-purpose tourism and leisure destination, comprising a holiday 
retreat with a range of outdoor activities, enhanced walkways and cycle paths 
and events space developed over a phased basis.  In response to concerns raised 
previously, the Gardrum representative gave firm commitment that existing use 
would be accommodated and stated that public access to the Estate would remain, 
with plans to re-open the Enniskillen Road access and improve walkways and 
trails.  Detailed designs and plans were provided and it was explained that 
extensive engagement with the Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the 
Historic Environment Division had been a key part of the development process.    

 
The event was well attended and the proposals were welcomed by the local 
Irvinestown community representatives present who recognised the development 
work which had taken place to date.   There was a lengthy question and answer 
session and the importance of good working relationships with the local community 
was highlighted as a key success factor for delivery of the project.  A lobbying group 
represented at the meeting presented an online petition - the context of this and the 
nature/interest of supporters is unclear.  Concerns were expressed at the meeting 
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about previous mis-information around the proposals that had unduly influenced 
views.    
 
Further work to develop lease heads of terms is ongoing and members feedback on 
any relevant issues is welcome.   
 

2.6 Requested use of Council Property 
Members of the public, community organisations, etc frequently request the use of 
Council land and property for community events and the Council readily facilitates 
these requests provided the organiser submits proof of Public Liability Indemnity, 
risk assessment, method statements and undertakes to reinstate the condition of 
the property if any damage is caused. 

 
2.6.1 Intec Centre, Enniskillen - 28 November - 9 December 2018  

Enniskillen Business Improvement District has secured funding for a project to 
dress 20 windows in Enniskillen in the run up to Christmas. They have requested 
permission to dress the Intec Centre windows during the period: 28 November until 
9 December 2018. 

 
2.7 Retrospective approval for use of Council Property 
 
2.7.1 Enniskillen Castle – 10 November 2018  

A request was received from BBC Radio Ulster to undertake filming at Enniskillen 
Castle on Saturday 10 November 2018 for an outside broadcast of The John Toal 
Show. 

 
2.8 Use of Council Venues and Facilities (Religious and Political Purposes) 

Events considered to be party political or religious in nature are required to be 
booked via the Council’s application form and are restricted to venues or facilities 
which are available for booking by the general public. In addition, applicants must 
indicate how their organisation is aligned with the aims and objectives of ‘Together: 
Building a United Community’ Strategy produced by the Northern Ireland Executive. 
The booking fee must also be paid for in full. 
 
Non-party political events are not permitted to display any symbols, emblems or 
flags on Council property. 
 
Party-political events may only display symbols, emblems and/or flags within the 
area booked provided it is not a public area or where the public may see them. 

 
2.8.1 1 Market Street, Omagh – 14 and 15 December 2018 

Camio campaign against mining in Omagh has requested permission to use the 
paved area at 1 Market Street, Omagh on Friday 14 and Saturday 15 December 
2018 for the distribution of leaflets and provide an opportunity for the public to sign 
letters of objection to Dalradian goldmining. 

 
2.9 Enniskillen airport café 

Recent tenant meetings with Enniskillen Airport Ltd identified a roof leak they were 
experiencing in the café, which they claimed was effecting business. We pointed 
out that maintenance was the responsibility of the tenant but they claimed they had 
done everything they could but nothing was working. 
 



5 

5 

On inspection of the roof, it was found that the roof covering had passed its life 
expectancy and there may have been an issue with the decking as well. We 
considered this a landlord issue and agreed to attend to it. 
 
We already had a roofing contractor on site working at Hangar 6 roof in preparation 
for a lease, appointed through RFQ, and as this was an emergency, we requested 
the contractor to quote on and carry out the works.  The work is to cost £8,346.39 

 
3. Resource Implications 
 
3.1  Financial  

-  Lands at Aghatirourke – Currently £10,000 rental per annum 
- Lands at Lower Chanterhill Road, Enniskillen – To be negotiated by LPS 
- Donnelly’s Holm pitches, Omagh – None 
- Gortin Village Park - None 
- Requested use of Council property – None 
- Use of Council venues and facilities (Religious and Political purposes) – None 
- St. Angelo Café roof - £8,346.39 

 
3.2  Human Resources  

-  Lands at Aghatirourke - None 
- Lands at Lower Chanterhill Road, Enniskillen - None 
- Donnelly’s Holm pitches, Omagh – None 
- Gortin Village Park - None 
- Requested use of Council property – None 
- Use of Council venues and facilities (Religious and Political purposes) – None 
- St. Angelo Café roof - None 

  
3.3  Assets and Other Implications 

- Lands at Aghatirourke – Maintain vital management of the land 
- Lands at Lower Chanterhill Road, Enniskillen – Rationalise Council estate 
- Donnelly’s Holm pitches, Omagh – None 
- Gortin Village Park - None 
- Requested use of Council property - Assisting community provision 
- Use of Council venues and facilities (Religious and Political purposes) – None 
- St. Angelo Café roof – Continued use and rental of Council property 

 
4.       Equality and Good Relations Implications 
 
4.1 Equality 

None 
 
4.2 Good Relations 
 None 
 
5.  Sustainable Development Implications 

- Lands at Aghatirourke – Critical to the continued management of the Caves 
- Lands at Lower Chanterhill Road, Enniskillen - None 
- Donnelly’s Holm pitches, Omagh - Environmental 
- Gortin Village Park – Supporting communities 
- Requested use of Council property - Assisting community provision 
- Use of Council venues and facilities (Religious and Political purposes) – None 
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-  St. Angelo Café roof – Weather protection to and additional life span for 
prefabricated unit 

   
6.    District Electoral Areas Affected 

- Erne West 
- Enniskillen 
- Omagh 
- Mid Tyrone 

 
 
7.  Recommendations     
 

1) Council approves the letting of lands at Aghatirourke, for restricted 
grazing, by Private Treaty and public advertisement with an agreed 
minimum reserve value; 

2) Council approves declaring surplus a portion of lands at Lower 
Chanterhill Road, Enniskillen, and instructing LPS Central Advisory Unit 
to commence the land disposal process; 

3) Council approves, retrospectively, temporary access alongside 
Donnelly’s Holm pitches, Omagh to facilitate emergency repair works 
undertaken by Department for Infrastructure contractor to Donnelly’s 
Bridge; 

4) Council approves (i) entering into a 25-year lease with Owenkillew 
Development Company Limited, at nominal rental, in respect of lands at 
Gortin Village Park, (ii) the grant of a charge by Owenkillew Development 
Company Limited in favour of Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs over the leasehold interest in the property, subject to 
completion of legal due diligence in relation to the proposed charge, and 
(iii) removal of a charge registered in favour of the Council against the 
freehold interest of property in the ownership of Owenkillew 
Development Company Limited at Gortin; 

5) Notes the update on the proposals in respect of the Necarne estate 
development: 

6) Council approves the use of Council property at Intec Centre, Enniskillen 
from 28 November until 9 December 2018 by Enniskillen Business 
Improvement District;  

7) Council approves, retrospectively, the use of Council property at 
Enniskillen Castle on 10 November 2018 by BBC Radio Ulster; 

8) Council notes the “Use of Council Venues and Facilities (Religious and 
Political Purposes” application submitted for the distribution of leaflets 
and an opportunity to sign letters of objection at 1 Market Street, Omagh 
on Friday 14 and Saturday 15 December 2018 by Camio campaign 
against mining in Omagh; and 

9) Council approves the necessary emergency expenditure to protect the St 
Angelo café building and existing business. 

 
 

8. Appendices 
  
 Appendix 1 – Lands at Lower Chanterhill Road, Enniskillen 
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  Key to Abbreviations:  
 
LPS – Land and Property Services 
ODCL – Owenkillew Development Company Limited 
 
   


